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Cumbria is below the national 
average for woodland cover
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9.9%12%
Cumbria average of 
woodland cover

National average of 
woodland cover

A view of Barrow-in-Furness and the iconic red brick houses

A view of Workington and surrounding area
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Many of Cumbria’s 
districts are even lower 
than the national average.

The woodland cover 
across the County 
currently varies 
between 3 and 13%, 
against a national 
average of 12%.

*Tree cover figures for Copeland 
are largely made up by sizeable 
Forestry Commission plantations  
In Ennerdale/Blengdale and are 
geographically removed from most 
of the population.

6.8% 10.4%*3.2%
Allerdale CopelandBarrow

And this pilot aims to 
significantly contribute 
to Cumbria’s target of 
17% over the next 5 Years.

One of many abandoned industrial areas on the outskirts of Barrow-in-Furness

Barrow-in-Furness town centre
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What a Community Forest would bring?
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The proposal for this 
coastal community 
woodland is to 
develop a range of 
connected woodlands 
in the area of scope 
that provide direct 
benefit for the people 
living on the western 
seaboard of Cumbria; 
to provide a corridor 
between these 
communities, through 
the development of 
new tree planting and 
woodland creations. 

This will provide a stepping stones approach 
to encourage these communities to get out to 
enjoy the health and wellbeing benefits of being 
out in nature through local opportunities, then 
encouraging them to reach beyond their normal 
boundaries to enjoy further afield experience in 
the National Park for example. Conversely, there 
has been a long term ambition to spread the 
visitor and tourism business opportunities beyond 
the National Park boundary. The development of 
Community Forests will also provide a local focal 
point to attract visitors and make the area a more 
attractive location to live and work.

This opportunity directly supports the Cumbria 
LEP Rethink agenda for a sustained, systematic 
approach to green recovery in Cumbria, alongside 
local implementation of the Government 25 Year 
Environment Plan (25YEP) and providing solutions 
to tackle the nature and climate crisis. 

The geographic area initially identified was in the 
Barrow in Furness and Furness Peninsula area, this 
has clearly grown highlighting both the need and 
opportunities for this initiative to extended along 
the West Cumbria coastline (see next section).
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Potential benefits for 
nature, people and 
climate:
-   Provide green space for communities - local and 

visiting, that engages, educates and inspires
-  Creates a diverse range of jobs, both direct and in-

direct to benefit local communities 
-  Provide opportunities for skills development and 

apprentice schemes
-  Deliver nature recovery priorities and enhance 

natural capital
-  Develop a landscape that will be resilient to climate 

change, and provide resilience to help reduce the 
effects of climate change, such as flooding and 
drought, on local communities through carbon 
capture, and nature-based solutions

-  Develop new collaborations that we can learn from 
and develop to inform future delivery of green 
recovery

-  Enhanced biodiversity and habitat creation 
through reforestation and planting

-  Community participation in planting and 
managing forests e.g. giving every child in 
Cumbria the opportunity to plant a tree

-  Commercial opportunities around carbon 
offsetting/sequestration as a service (to e.g. large 
supply chain organisations)

-  Creating a mixed landscape centred on woodland 
that creates a diversity of habitats across 
woodland, woodland pasture and scrub to deliver 
multiple 25YEP and green recovery benefits

There are no existing community forests in Cumbria. 
There are a range of small to medium scale 
woodland based initiatives from tree planting on the 
Westlakes Science Park, to the rewilding of Ennerdale 
valley, and the restoring Hardknott forest project. 
Additionally, there are a range of historic Forestry 
Commission coniferous forest plantations, originally 
established with the primary purpose of timber 
production. Existing established woodlands are 
spread across public and private land holdings.

The development phase would need to map the full 
extent of existing and planned woodland initiatives, 
to enable us to refine the Coastal Community Forest 
scope.

Support for the 
Cumbria Community 
Forest
As an example Copeland Borough Council have 
considered the following benefits of a community 
forest:

•  Access to green space, travel to green space, 
health indicators

• Flood resilience
• Enhancement of existing woodland
•  Biodiversity net gain and complementarity with 

Local Nature Restoration Network/Strategies
•  Alignment with our Climate programme
•  The need to offset the carbon footprint of 

Sellafield Ltd and the Low Level Waste  
Repository Ltd

Copeland Borough Council have a range of 
evidence to support the need for a community 
forest these include:

• Local Plan authority monitoring report
•  Local Plan open space assessment – shortfalls in 

typologies of open space (against the Borough 
baseline)

•  Cumbria Landscape Character Assessment
• 2018 borough-wide tree survey
• Local Nature Restoration Strategy
• Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre
•  Information on which land may be unsuitable for 

tree-planting, such as peatland.

We have engaged with elected members, and the 
Major of Copeland has kindly provided a letter of 
support: (See next page)

Workington, one of many places in Allerdale that was hit hard by Storm Desmond
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Importantly, it’s not just 
increasing woodland 
cover. It’s about 
opportunity, engagement 
and enjoyment for local 
communities and visitors 
alike. The complimentary 
opportunities for green 
jobs, nature recovery, 
carbon storage and 
environmental resilience 
are endless.
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The geographic extent of the 
proposed new Community Forest
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The focus for the 
Coastal Community 
Forest is to provide 
a connected series 
of community 
woodlands that 
start from the West 
Cumbrian towns 
and communities, 
providing 
opportunities on 
the doorstep.

Many of these communities are identified in the 
indices of multiple deprivation (SEE MAP) live 
outside of the Lake District National Park and 
see the Lake District as somewhere completely 
separate to them, and don’t visit places that are 
relatively close by.

Having access to woodland on their doorstep will 
encourage them to see nature and woodland as an 
integral part of their environment and provide a 
stepping stone to explore the National Park.
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Community orchard building at Art Gene’s Allotment Soup 
Photo: Art Gene
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Engagement & 
involvement 
of people
We have had early involvement and support 
from Art Gene who’s aim is to revise the social 
natural built environment. They have significant 
community engagement experience and have 
identified that for many of the communities they 
have already worked with in Barrow in Furness this 
is a significant activity. Their Director has offered 
her support to help us reach those communities 
with this proposal.

We collectively see the opportunity to engage the 
local communities in design and delivery of the 
community forest. This will lead to encouraging 
them to take outdoor exercise, get involved with 
volunteering, take pride in their community 
through taking responsibility for the maintenance 
of the woodland.  This is especially important at 
present during the pandemic for mental as well 
as physical health. There is a huge opportunity 
to involve local schools and get children involved 
at an early age, and this discourages vandalism 
and antisocial behaviour as they see it as their 
project and are protective towards it.  We are 
aware of anecdotal stories of school children 
in Barrow’s annual school visit to the Forestry 
England, Grizedale forest being the only time they 
travel outside of their immediate community to 
experience nature. The coastal community forest 
presents a key opportunity for easy access for 
schools to outdoor classrooms, and proximity to 
workplaces for breaks and leisure.



20 21

WE ALL BENEFITWE ALL BENEFIT

Cumbria Coastal Community Forest Cumbria Coastal Community Forest

Well-being and 
mental health
Cumbria’s Joint Public Health Strategy 
2019–2022 has the following aims:

•  To protect and enhance Cumbria’s green and 
blue spaces, ensuring that everyone in the 
County has good access to a high quality natural 
environment. 

•  To promote Cumbria’s biodiversity through 
protection and enhancement of a wide variety of 
wildlife habitats.

•  To become a “carbon neutral” County and to 
mitigate the likely impact of existing climate 
change.

The Cumbria Public Health Strategy 
recognises that there is increasing 
evidence that connections with nature 
and other forms of life can have a 
significant beneficial impact on health 
and wellbeing. 

Consequently, it is important in Cumbria to 
plan positively for the creation, protection and 
enhancement of biodiversity and wildlife habitats, 
both inside and outside of the Lake District 
National Park.  

Transport can also be a problem and a reason for 
not venturing out of the local area, making it more 
important for people to have nature brought to 
them. It’s recognised that communities on the West 
Cumbria coasts have limited access to the Lake 
District National Park, and sustainable transport 
links for communities and visitors is a current 
key priority for Cumbria County Council as the 
Strategic Transport Authority and Lake District 
National Park Authority. A combination of rural 
deprivation, access to affordable transport and 
perception mean that many local communities 
don’t share and enjoy many of the benefits visitor 
enjoy. 

Funding has recently been secured by the County 
Council through the Better Deal for Bus Services 
funding to develop rural transport solutions.  The 
County Council transport team are developing a 
wide range of local community transport initiatives 
to support people to visit their local open spaces, 
alongside developing Local Walking and Cycling 
Plans.  
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We will connect with 
existing, in-development 
and new woodland 
opportunities e.g. the 
Restoring Hardknott 
Forest project that 
involves a partnership 
with Forestry England 
to restore a 630 hectare 
forest plantation into 
native woodland in the 
Lake District National 
Park.

Flood prevention/control
Cumbria has experienced some of the worst 
flooding events in recent times, with Storm 
Desmond in December 2015 bringing devastation 
to communities across Cumbria. Since then 
there has been a concerted effort by partners 
and communities to help Cumbria become more 
resilient to flooding and be able to recover quicker 
when it does occur. Many communities cannot be 
protected through a traditional flood scheme and 
the Cumbria Strategic Partnership has led the 
work. This has involved a significant number of 
natural flood management schemes delivered by 
partners including the Rivers Trusts, Woodland 
Trust and the Environment Agency.  These often 
involve tree planting and woody structures, 
the opportunity to continue and integrate flood 
resilience into the community forest is significant, 
particularly as many of the communities that we 
want to realise the recreational and environmental 
benefits of a community forest are at risk of 
flooding, and upstream interventions are critical to 
integrated flood risk reduction measures.  

There are many great small projects working 
locally for example, great work between West 
Cumbria Rivers Trust and the Bootle Community 
Flood action group to plant 1ha of woodland in the 
floodplain.

More details can be found: https://
westcumbriariverstrust.org/news/natural-flood-
management-work-continues-at-bootle

Urban & rural 
regeneration
This has been identified as a specific need, 
particularly for Barrow-in-Furness, and for many 
of the small rural towns along the West coast of 
Cumbria.  Woodland schemes, in close proximity 
to Cumbria’s urban and rural communities 
will encourage people living in areas of social/
financial deprivation opportunities to engage with 
nature, and improve quality of life/life chances, 
provide volunteering, training and employment 
opportunities. There are increasing opportunities 
for green prescribing, particularly where obesity 
has been identified as a key issue such as Barrow 
in Furness, and now the links between obesity and 
COVID19 survival rates. 

We know that Barrow Borough 
Council, BAE Systems at Barrow 
and the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority (including its Sellafield, 
Low Level Waste Repository and 
Transport businesses) are particularly 
supportive of a community forest for 
their communities and workforces.
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Case Study:

Potential benefits of a Community Forest 
for young people in Barrow in Furness
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Evidence of priority
The Borough of Barrow-in-Furness lies on the south 
coast of Cumbria and has a population of 67,500 
(Council Plan 2017-2020) of which about 6,800 are 
11-18 years old. Most young people are educated 
in one of three secondary schools or two colleges. 
Young people here are learning and growing in 
a challenging context: 20% are living in poverty 
and four wards fall in the bottom 10% nationally 
for levels of child poverty. Barrow has four wards 
that rank within the 10% of most deprived areas 
nationally and some areas that fall within the 
lowest 3%. Youth unemployment is particularly 
high in Barrow (5.8%) within the Barrow Island 
ward youth unemployment rates at more than five 
times the national average. Young people here also 
face a lower-than-average life expectancy and have 
a much greater chance of being overweight with 
over 30% of children carrying excess weight. Rates 
of looked after children are the highest in Cumbria, 
as are hospitalization rates from alcohol abuse 
by under 18s. There are a range of youth groups, 
sports clubs and other initiatives working with and 
supporting young people, but some are not well 
resourced.

Barrow Net Carbon Emissions in 2017 were at 1.0 
kt CO2. That is the Land use, land use change and 
forestry data, most local authorities have a minus 
number here because trees help to offset emissions, 
but we don’t have enough to do that, our lack of 
trees and the way we currently use agricultural 
land actively contribute to the problem so we 
urgently need to start planting at scale.

In September 2019 Natural England Living Coast 
Youth Voice survey, identified a number of issues, 
through listening to young people of Barrow in 
Furness views of the coast. It identifies that for 
young people in Walney and Barrow travelling 
to the coast is not easily achieved through public 
transport, and is not affordable. If this is the case 
for travel to the coast, which could be seen as 
on their door step, the challenge for accessing 
woodland environments is even greater.

Recognised evidence from Forestry Commission 
that whilst there are centres of forest in South 
Lakeland e.g. Grizedale with multiple recreation 
opportunities, these facilities are still not accessed 
regularly by residents from the Barrow in Furness 
area. This is perceived to be due to the cost of 
travel/the lack of affordable public transport links.
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What we can achieve
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Cumbria currently 
has a woodland 
coverage of 58,500ha 
(of woodland over 
0.5ha). The ambition 
is to increase the 
cover to 17% from 
the current level 
(Annex 1). 

This equates to 
between 7,000 
and 10,000ha new 
woodland, with 
approximately a 
third of that target 
being for productive 
woodlands. 
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Allerdale Copeland Barrow South Lakeland

National Average 12%

Local authorities

Cumbria Coastal Community Forest

AIM HIGH

In the next 5 years:
Estimated 500–1,000ha of woodland creation to 
provide: 

–  A noticeable increase in the number of trees 
planted through community led initiatives

–  Engagement of schools and local businesses 
–  Creation of woodland areas. Increase physical 

activity – walking, cycling, etc. creating a 
greater demand for recreation space to enjoy

The Lake District National Park Partnership 
has committed to 209ha per year for the next 
five years to achieve a target of 1,045ha. The 
community forest would contribute to a portion 
of this for the proposed land in scope that is in 
the national park.6.8%

10.4%

3.2%

13.4%

Summary of current 
Cumbria Woodland Cover

The targets for woodland creation through the community forest (across all woodland types) will need to 
be refined in year 1, along with the area in scope, to enable us to produce a clear plan at the end of year 1. 
We would envisage planting to start in the 2022/23 planting season. 

In the next 25 years?
Estimated minimum of 5,000ha of woodland 
creation to provide established woodland, 
increased wildlife, children having grown 
up with access to diverse environments, and 
encouraging the next generation to plant 
trees and care for the environment.

This could contribute over half of the Cumbria 
total target to achieve 17% woodland cover. 

Significant recreation opportunities, with 
affordable and sustainable transport links 
that engage and educate local and visiting 
communities.
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Cumbria County 
Council have 
indicated they 
would be prepared 
to be accountable 
body and lead the 
new Community 
Forest, working in 
collaboration and 
partnership. 

The County Council is currently leading the 
DEFRA Local Nature Recovery Strategy Pilot and 
have been increasing their capacity and resource 
to meet their objectives under Environment, 
Climate Change, Health and Wellbeing and 
Sustainability. 

It is critical that Covid 19 recovery is a positive, 
‘green’ recovery. That means better choices 
for our health and wellbeing and for our 
environment. Local Authorities are well placed 
to support the well-being of people and the 
environment through their broad environment 
and public health responsibilities and working 
with communities. It is through place-making at 
a local level that Local Authorities promote and 
encourage inclusive access to nature, ability to 
exercise for health and wellbeing, and to improve 
the natural environment. 

We have received confirmation from the Chief 
Executives of Barrow Borough Council, Allerdale 
Borough Council, South Lakeland District Council, 
Copeland Borough Council and Lake District 
National Park Authority that they support this 
approach. Through Cumbria County Council we 
will form a collaborative governance involving 
the Districts and the National Park.

Cumbria has an existing forum, Zero Carbon 
Cumbria Partnership and this provides a helpful 
wider forum for consultation and engagement 
that Cumbria County Council Co-Chair. 



Resource needs Project funding requirements and partner contributions

Project Manager Initially provided through the Cumbria County Council Environment 
& Sustainability Fund Co-Ordinator. Over time a dedicated Project 
Manager will be appointed as the project is established and moves  
into delivery. 

The Council has a £100k budget in 2021/22 for environment,  
biodiversity and sustainability initiatives.

In addition, each of the 6 Local Committee’s have been allocated  
£200k (£1.2m in total) for “Environment” initiatives at locality level.  
This will fund activities such as tree planting, enhanced verge 
maintenance and green corridors. 

Community Engagement 
Project Officer

Cost recovery for project management and local accountable body 
responsibilities. Project funding request for initial  £120k comprising: 

     • 2 x Project Officers at £40k each for full cost recovery

     • £40k development funding, accountable body support,  
         engagement, mapping, move from scope to delivery plansWoodland Project Officer 
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We need to establish a delivery team. There is the 
opportunity to second resource from partners 
to a single organisation, we will also need some 
additional dedicated resource:

2021/22 funding 
arrangements 

Our proposal is for 2021/22 to be a development 
year, and the Cumbria County Council framework 
above will be critical to establish the project 
and the accountability for funding. Through 
that development year we will refine the project 
management arrangements with Cumbria County 
Council and partners. This will mean that as we 
start delivery phase from 2022/23 we have an 
established structure, with either embedded or 
virtual team working across a collaboration. 

Art Gene:
25–30k employed community engagement person 
(we are employing an environmental engagement 
person this year - on this rate.) £350 per day 
freelance.

We would be happy to host a post, employ- if needed 
we are currently doing this for Barrow Borough 
council, with a low carbon Grants manager.

Specific project resource – 
embedded in existing local 
organisations e.g. Project 

Manager, Community 
Engagement Specialist’s and 

Woodland Officer

Expert advice though individual 
organisations and existing 
partnerships e.g. Forestry 

Commission, Woodland 
Trust, Zero Carbon Cumbria 

Partnership

Overall Programme 
Management & Accountability 

– Cumbria County Council, 
Environment & Sustainability 

Programme

Project Delivery Bodies e.g. 
Art Gene, Rivers Trusts, 

Community Groups

Collaborative governance and delivery structure
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Partner engagement:
This proposal has been discussed in principal 
with the partners below. This list is not exhaustive 
and needs to be extended in due course through 
networks, particularly to local partnerships and 
groups, for example to include the Morecambe Bay 
Partnership, and the Rivers Trusts. 

- Forestry Commission 
- Forestry England 
- Cumbria Woodlands
- Community Forest Trust 
- Cumbria Wildlife Trust
- Woodland Trust
- National Trust 
- City of Trees
- Cumbria Local Nature Partnership
- Barrow Borough Council
- BAE Systems, Barrow
- Copeland Borough Council
- Allerdale Borough Council
- South Lakelands District Council
- BEC (formerly know as Britain’s Energy Coast)
- Art Gene
- Lake District National Park Authority
- Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership
- Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership
- Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC)

Please also see attached letter of support from all 
Cumbria MPs

Nuclear 
Decommissioning 
Authority
The NDA have a number of businesses and land 
holdings in coastal communities in Cumbria 
(including a transport business in Barrow in 
Furness and Carlisle, Sellafield Ltd and the UK 
Low Level Waste Repository in Copeland). As 
part of their new Environment Strategy they 
have identified a key priority to improve the 
natural environment of the many hundreds of 
hectares of land they own outside their nuclear 
facilities including increasing the number of 
trees on their land holdings. This is to contribute 
to overall environmental improvement, as well 
as the England tree strategy to plant more trees, 
and they are seeking opportunities to offset 
carbon emissions where they can’t reduce them 
any further. We are having early dialogue about 
development support from them to help with 
capacity in the LA’s as they respond to COVID 
recovery priorities.

The NDA Environment Director, Steve Hardy is fully 
supportive of this proposal and we are currently 
submitting a small grant application to help with 
scoping and start-up costs to help further develop 
this bid.

As above we are proposing a collaborative 
approach, led by Cumbria County Council 
and supported by the local authorities. 
This will be supported by a broad range 
of delivery partners and advisory 
organisations. 
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We have really good 
collaboration and 
engagement from 
six Local Authorities 
(Districts and County), 
and also through 
Art Gene who have 
expressed the need 
and benefits for a 
Cumbria Coastal 
Community Forest. 

The evidence clearly shows that this will be a well 
supported project, with commitment and support 
from a wide range of stakeholders, including 
community groups and third sector. 

We have submitted a funding application to the 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority for initial 
development funding, and one of the key products 
of this is to produce early engagement materials 
for the community forests. We expect to hear 
the outcome of this by end of Feb 2021. With the 
appointment of a community project officer in 
2021/22 this would be an early priority to involve 
communities in early co-design working with 
existing local authority and partners community 
engagement leads.

Volunteer activities at Art Gene’s Allotment Soup 
Photo: Art Gene
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What will 
this look like:
At a local level Art Gene has a strong presence in 
Barrow already connected into each of the schools 
in Barrow, there is a primary and junior heads 
network.

A key proposal supported by the school network, 
and with an identified lead through Art Gene for 
a tree for each child. Art Gene could deliver the 
lifecycle of a tree, and an epic book registrar of 
trees as a legacy of who has planted which tree, 
what type and where. 

Linked to the existing allotment soup project, 
the opportunity for urban orchards - food/ fruit 
bottling etc. connected to food banks. we could 
deliver - collecting ,cooking, bottling workshops.

An ongoing tree planting scheme at Westlakes 
Science Park being led by BEC. We’re also looking 
to include a policy in the local plan which supports 
community groups who want to create urban 
orchids/growing spaces on disused council owned 
sites. The draft Local Plan also identifies an 
opportunity to create walking routes in disused 
former railway lines which could potentially be 
planted up to improve biodiversity links between 
urban and rural areas.

Allerdale Borough Council can bring some 
resources to bear. In particular they can offer 
officer time though the Workington Nature 
Partnership Workington Nature Partnership  which 
is a joint initiative with Workington Town Council. 
They employ 2 members of staff (3 and 4 days per 
week respectively). The 4/day a week officer would 
love to go full time if resources can be identified. 
At present 2 days are funded by ABC and WTC and 
focussed on Workington activity and 2 days are 
externally funded through projects that we are 
involved with (“Get Cumbria Buzzing” and a Water 
Environment Grant scheme for Siddick Pond LNR).

The Workington Nature 
Partnership delivers:
•  Management of Workington’s natural heritage, 

working in partnership with local communities 
and stakeholders

•  Day-to day involvement in the management of 
Workington’s key nature sites  (such as the Local 
Nature Reserves at Harrington and Siddick 
Pond and the Grade II Historic Landscape of 
Workington Hall Park) in accordance with 
adopted Management Plans where they exist (this 
includes woodland management)

•  Delivery of a weekly programme of 
environmental volunteering providing 
opportunities for individuals, Friends Groups and 
volunteers from partner organisations, including 
those supporting vulnerable adults, adults 
with learning difficulties, college students and 
disadvantaged young people. 

•  Delivery of a programme of environmental 
educational including regular schools visits to our 
nature sites  

•  Delivery of a programme of environmental events 
and activities, linking in with National Events and 
Campaigns wherever possible. 

•  Delivery of specific environmental improvement 
projects on key sites. (includes woodland 
management, tree/shrub/hedge planting)

•  Developing the practical conservation and 
environmental skills and knowledge of 
participants. 

We’ve just leased out a small block of woodland to 
Ashfield Infants School to enable them to develop it 
for their Forest School activities.

Community tree planting workshop at Art Gene’s Allotment Soup 
Photo: Art Gene



Business and Community 
Collaboration at 
Westlakes Science Park: 

42 43

Cumbria Coastal Community Forest Cumbria Coastal Community Forest

Westlakes Science Park wants to link closer to 
local communities in Copeland and beyond and 
encourage greater community use of the Park. 
They have developed a STEAM (Stem plus the 
Arts) on the Park to encourage school children 
to visit and learn about science and nature. They 
are creating a woodland walk around the Park 
to encourage more exploration of the grounds, 
biodiversity and wildlife, and a food growing 
project to encourage its use by local people, to 
help tackle isolation, mental health and provide 
education, employment, skills development and 
volunteering opportunities. This is happening in 
collaboration with Home2Work (Cleator Moor), 
Altogether Cumbria, Kaefer, Sunbelt Rentals and 
Haverigg prison, along with the support of the 
nuclear supply chain in west Cumbria.

The Westlakes Science Park grounds are an 
under-utilised community resource. There was 
considerable investment put into the Park when 
it was set up for landscaping, pond creation and 
wooded areas - originally a planning requirement. 
This has not been capitalised on in terms of its 
contribution to local communities and they have 
stated that the pandemic has only brought this 
into greater focus.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT & COLLABORATIONCOMMUNITY SUPPORT & COLLABORATION

BEC, owner of Westlakes Science Park, has just 
completed the first phase of its tree planting, 
supported by Cumbria Woodlands, which has 
been delivered entirely through community 
engagement and volunteers. Over 2,600 native 
species were planted by over 300 volunteers 
spending more than 3,500 volunteer hours. 
Volunteers came from local schools, families, 
businesses, charities and individuals and the 
project is being recognised nationally for its 
community involvement.

Their next step is to plant native fruit trees 
throughout the Park, including a small orchard. 
More community tree planting beyond the Park 
could be linked to other green spaces/community 
gardens or forests by footpaths/cycleways. The 
idea of the coastal community forest is extremely 
appealing to Westlakes and they’re keen to be 
involved. 



THE GROUND 
WORK IS DONE

THE GROUND WORK IS DONE

Establishing a plan
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We need to establish 
a community forest 
team to develop the 
plan. We initially 
believe this needs 2 
FTE of new resource 
for 2021/22, and we 
are finalising the 
Project Management 
resource with 
Cumbria County 
Council. 

Build on existing plans and strategies, for example 
these include:

• Lake District National Park Partnership Plan

• CLEP Natural Capital Plan

• Cumbria Local Nature Recovery Strategy Pilot

• Local Authority Local Plans 

• Cumbria Covid Recovery Strategy 

• Joint Public Health Strategy 



THE BIG 
PICTURE

THE BIG PICTURE

Contributing to the national programme
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Cumbria has a strong 
history in piloting and 
delivering national 
projects particularly 
involving the natural 
environment and 
communities.  

We would welcome the opportunity to be involved 
with the national programme, and have already 
identified how we can benefit from being 
within the programme and parallels with other 
community forests e.g. North East. 

As we develop we will be able to share our 
knowledge and learning, particularly within the 
setting of a rural economy, and working with 
deprived rural communities and towns.



ANNEX 1: Current 
woodland cover 
in Local Authority 
Districts in scope 
for the Cumbria 
Community Forest

ANNEX 1
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